
Grade 4

Grade 5

Because of Winn Dixie by 
Kate DiCamille (Fiction)
Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni
describes her first summer in the town 
of Naomi, Florida, and all the good 
things that happen to her because of 
her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie. 

Dogs by Seymore Simon (Non-Fiction)
Dogs are the most popular pet in the world and 
Seymour Simon provides useful tips and guidelines for 
any kid looking for a new pet. Lavishly illustrated with 
full-color, appealing photographs, Seymour Simon 
captures dogs as they work, and play.

South Holland School District – Summer Reading Program
McKinley Elementary School

Bud not Buddy by 
Christopher Paul Curtis 
(fiction)
It’s 1936, in Flint, Michigan, and 
when 10-year-old Bud decides to hit 
the road to find his father, nothing 
can stop him.

Children of the Dust Bowl:  The True Story 
of the School at Weedpatch Camp by 
Jerry Stanley (Non-Fiction)
This true story took place at the emergency farm-
labor camp immortalized in Steinbeck's The Grapes 
of Wrath. Ostracized as "dumb Okies," the children 
of Dust Bowl migrant laborers went without 
school—until Superintendent Leo Hart and 50 Okie
kids built their own school in a nearby field.  
Describes the plight of the migrant workers who 
traveled from the Dust Bowl to California during 
the Depression and were forced to live in a federal 
labor camp and discusses the school that was built 
for their children. 

All 4th & 5th grade students are required to complete a Cereal Box Book Report on one of their book readings. Turn Page Over 

*Google Cereal Box Book Report Images for Ideas.  
*Templates can be found on the District Website. 

Check out places such as, your local 
library, Amazon.com, Barnes & Nobel, and 
Scholastics.com to check out or purchase 
books for the summer reading program. Some titles are available as eBooks on the Renaissance 

Program or through the McKinley School Library



Cereal Box Book Report 
Book Title: _________________________________________________________

Due Date:   __August 27, 2015__ Student Name: ___________________________ Grade ____
Requirements for Project

Front of the Box:  (30 points) Use a piece of white or light colored paper to cover the front of your cereal box.  (You will probably 
want to create the cover before gluing it on your box). 
Invent a name for the cereal that is related to the title of the book and sounds like a cereal.   Include the name of the “cereal” and a 

picture of the main character(s).  Add details to reveal what you have learned about the main character(s) of the book.  Presentation 
is important – so do your best  Do not use the exact title of the book.  

Back of the box:  (30 points) illustrate a scene from your book on the back portion of the box (hand drawn illustrations only, no 
computer graphics). Pick a scene from the book that you felt was of importance to the story. Include a paragraph to explain in detail 
what your illustration is about.

Top of the box: (10 points) Include the REAL book title, author, number of pages, and number of stars you would give this book if 
you were a book critic.  Write a brief opinion about what you thought of the book.  Include what you liked and didn’t like and why. 
The maximum number of stars would be 5.  

Right Side Panel – (15 points) a.k.a. (Character Ingredients): List the main characters in an organized fashion with a brief description 
of who they are and what they did in the story.  Include the Setting of the story also.

Left Side Panel : (15 points) a.k.a. (Nutritional Value)  Write a summary of the book.  Be certain to write and proofread your 
summary before you mount it onto the side panel of the box.

Bonus: We all love finding a prize or small toy in our cereal . . . Design a prize for your cereal box that would somehow relate to the 
story – something that reminds you of the main character or something the character could have used in the story.  (Earn an extra 
10 points – It’s your choice!)

Please note:  
You may use the computer for any of the writing, but NOT for any of the illustrations.  

Pace yourself – this project CANNOT be done in one day.
Have Fun!

Points 
Earned

Each grade level will have additional activities this August associated with the Summer Reading, so 
make sure you Read to Succeed! Check out our website to stay updated. www.sd150.org

http://www.sd150.org/


Cereal Box Book Report  

 

Book Title: ________________________________________________________ 

Due Date:   ____________________________________________________ 

Requirements for Project 

 

Front of the Box:  (20 points) Use a piece of white or light colored paper to cover the front of your 

cereal box.  (You will probably want to create the cover before gluing it on your box).  

 Invent a name for the cereal that is related to the title of the book and sounds like a cereal.   Include the 

name of the “cereal” and a picture of the main character(s).  Add details to reveal what you have 

learned about the main character(s) of the book.  Presentation is important – so do your best  Do not 

use the exact title of the book.   

Back of the box:  (30 points) illustrate a scene from your book on the back portion of the box (hand 

drawn illustrations only, no computer graphics). Pick a scene from the book that you felt was of 

importance to the story. Include a paragraph to explain in detail what your illustration is about. 

Top of the box:  Include the REAL book title, author, number of pages, and number of stars you 

would give this book if you were a book critic.  Write a brief opinion about what you thought of the 

book.  Include what you liked and didn’t like and why. The maximum number of stars would be 5.   

Right Side Panel – a.k.a. (Character Ingredients): List the main characters in an organized fashion with a 

brief description of who they are and what they did in the story.  Include the Setting of the story also. 

Left Side Panel : a.k.a. (Nutritional Value)  Write a summary of the book.  Be certain to write and 

proofread your summary before you mount it onto the side panel of the box. 

Bonus: We all love finding a prize or small toy in our cereal . . . Design a prize for your cereal box that 

would somehow relate to the story – something that reminds you of the main character or something 

the character could have used in the story.  (Earn an extra 10 points – It’s your choice!) 

Please note:   

You may use the computer for any of the writing,  

but NOT for any of the illustrations.   

Pace yourself – this project CANNOT be done in one day. 

Have Fun! 



Cereal Box Book Report Rubric 
 

Name:  ________________________ 

 

 
 

 Points 

Earned 

Points 

Possible 

Cereal Box is neat, colorful, and attractive.  15 

The front of the box is complete and thoughtfully done.  

Invent a name for the cereal that is related to the title of 

the book and sounds like a cereal.   Include the name of the 

“cereal” and a picture of the main character(s).  Add details to 

reveal what you have learned about the main character(s) of 

the book.  Presentation is important – so do your best.  Do not 

use the exact title of the book. 

 15 

The back of the box included a scene from the book (hand 

drawn illustrations only) Pick a scene from the book that you 

felt was of importance to the story.  Include a paragraph to 

explain in detail what your illustration is about. 

 20 

The top of the box should include the REAL book title, author, 

number of pages, and number of stars you would give this book 

if you were a book critic.  Write a brief opinion about what 

you thought of the book, why you did or didn’t like it.  (use 

template) 

 10 

The right side of the box (Character Ingredients) is complete 

and accurate– List the main characters in an organized fashion 

with a brief description of who they are and what they did in 

the story.  Include the Setting of the story also.. 

 15 

The left side of the box (Nutritional Value) is complete and 

accurate summary of the book.   
 15 

Spelling, punctuation, and grammar are correct.  10 

Total  100 

 



Cereal Box Book Report Templates 
 

 

Left Side of Box: a.k.a. (Nutritional Value)  Cut out this box and place in on the LEFT side of 

your cereal box.  Write a summary that describes the Write a summary of the book.  Be certain to 

write and proofread your summary before you mount it onto the side panel of the box. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top of Box: Cut out this box and place in on the top of your cereal box.  Include a brief opinion 

about what you thought of the book.  Include what you liked and didn’t like and WHY. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary of Book:__________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Title of Book:_____________________________________________ 

 

Author:  _____________________________      # of Pages: _____ 

 

Rating:  



Right Side of Box 
Cut out this box and place in on the right 

side of your cereal box. 

 

Characters: 
List the main characters and write a sentence 

about each one describing who they are and 

what they did in the story.  For example, if you 

were using the story “Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory,” you might include the following 

characters: 

 

Charlie Bucket: He is a poor boy who finds the 
last golden ticket and wins a trip to Willy 
Wonka’s Chocolate Factory. 
 

Willy Wonka: He is the lively owner of the 
chocolate factory who allows six children and a 
member of their family to spend a day at his 
magical factory. 

 

 

 

Setting: 
Use complete sentences to tell where the story 

takes place.  You may find that there is more 

than one setting in the story.  For example, if 

you were using the story “Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory,” you might write: 

 

The beginning of the story takes place in Charlie 

Bucket’s very small house that he shares with 

his large family.  Once Charlie finds the golden 

ticket and wins the contest, the rest of the 

story takes place in Willy Wonka’s amazing 

chocolate factory. 

INGREDIENTS 

 

CHARACTERS: 
 

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________ 
 

SETTING: 
 

______________
______________
______________
______________
______________
______________
______________
______________
______________
______________
______________
______________ 
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